e<THEIR   FINEST    HOUR1

has been brought to a stop before the Anglo-Saxon world. Hobbes,
who wrote his theory of Leviathan in this country, found it carried
into practice in the French and Prussian States. The considera-
tions that prevented England from going the way of the Con-
tinent were the same that call her to-day to battle with the new
absolutism.
There is the unity of a never broken tradition. There are the
historic forces which so far have been strong enough to withstand
the temptations of doctrinaire teaching. There is the independence
of spirit that has stood firm against every sort of political or intel-
lectual absolutism. There is not only the theoretically established
demarcation between the spheres of public and personal life but
the continual correction in practical affairs of the absolutist
tendencies that are always endeavouring to control public life.
There is the genuine democratism, proceeding from corporations
and from the personal insistence on independence, and differing
in nature from all reasoned forms of democratism developed from
theories and doctrines. There is the irrationality of this demo-
cratic life, which gives it its strength, the irrationality that lies in
the sense of independence of the individual personality and in the
religious roots of the personal sense of responsibility.
From these elements a community has grown up in the United
States which, in spite of certain signs of over-rationalization, has
preserved and brought up to date the political principles of its
freedom. But in the British colonial realm, amid manifold false
starts and set-backs, there has been instituted a form of Liberal
rule and trust administration of great territories and multifarious
peoples, jsuch as has never before been achieved in the history
of the world.
So there has come into existence a ruling group whose members
are closely associated with leadership by birth, history, political
traditions, and liberal outlook, and who seem to be called to
extend the principle of trustee administration beyond their past
field of power to the formation of a comprehensive world order.
Such a development cannot be anticipated in a programme.
It must take place in the course of actual practice. To this extent
the whole plan of a new order and an overcoming of the modern